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1. Top leaders of the SED listened to reports by KPD leaders from &sll
states of the western zones at the Pxecutive Jommittee meeting
Berlin 14-15 January 1948 and decided that the moment for revoluniicn

st hand . Otto Grotewchl stetsd, "Ve have £
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a 1% be formed
all borders be e stetes will
and Fugsie will recognize =l Markos,
drive the western powers out ¢f Berlin.

25X1A M In the summer of 1946 Ulbricht predicted that tr:
would win the Cctober electicns.)

3. Ulbricht was unwiiling to write off his plans for revolution cor-
pletely: "The situation in the West 1s gradually assuming & retolu-
tionary character. The only thing stopping it is the occupying
nower. No one can continue tc exist in the Vest under the present
conditions. Revelutionary steps must be taken in the Vest zs ir
East and,if resctionary forces resist, the revolutionary fcrces
inevitably be strengthened. This 1s part of the battle with the
Americans, who have tsken off their kid gloves because they real
clearly that they must deal promptly with certaln ldeclogical res

dicted a Ba?
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4, On 19 Janumry Wilhelm Pieck enmphasized his agreement with Groteosohl
that the. time is nct yet ready for revclution in the Ruhr. The
greatest danger for the SED is that the U.S.A. might galn compist
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control of the Ruhr. The battle against the Marshall 2lan is
lost 1f the Ruhr is not kept under German control and its
production routed to the East.

The decision of the Zxecutive Jommittee rested mainly on reports
from individual KPD observers. The report from Hesse, typical
of many, follows:

"In Hesse the Volkskongress movement has not made much
impression on the neople. Nevertheless, the unity of Germany
is everyone's heart's desire. The SPD 1gs undergoing a severe
crisis; ever new internal conflicts are arising. The only
criticism of the SPD by the masses, however, is concerned solely
with the leaders. The ~pposition exists but it is too gentle,
too weak, 1t does not go far enough to demand a united workers'
rarty.

"Many people are inclined to withdraw from active politics
in 41sgust. In the SPD there 1s frightful chsos and clashing
of perscnalities. A new intellectual elique is trying to take
over but the szituation is so confused that not even the party
secretarles xnow what 1s nappening. Poliey is determined by a
group which includes Stock, letzger, Kolb, and others wio r1ly round
the government and support the coalifion poliey unswervingly.
In a discussion of the possibliity of [ . Communist support
in the battle over articles 37 and 41 of the constitution, Wagner
said, * We will never join the fommunists on any point.?

"The strikes have shown that the workers szre beginning to
gain some class consciousness. 1 warn you, however against
optimism. These events are not revolutionary acts 1n he iarxist
sense. They are merely the result of desperation and hunger. "e
must be .careful not to assume that we can hitch up these peorle
for political purposes. These strikes are valuable and important
for us beceuse they show that there is 2 spirit of independence
among the masces, but I warn you not tc attribute them to aroused
class congclousness, I =t111 do not bellieve that we can use
them .: “& movement for the unity of Germany. It wlll take more
time to prepare the working cless for this step.

"The KPD is not well off. It 1is unable to carry out a revo-
lutionary progran. Apart from the masses, there is also a lack
of leaders. Fisch and Bauer are sick. There are numerous new
people who are not yet fully developed and there are too few
peonle available by far.

"The American canpaign ageinst Communism has awakened the
bourgeois intellectuals to the idea of Communism. They have
become curious and are seeking information. On the other hand,
there is great fear. I have written letters to many friends and
acquaintances asking for their views on the unity of Germany,
and the Volkskongress. I have not recelived a single answer, not
even from my best friends. Fear alone nrevents their answering.

"The farmers lean towards the CDU but some show interest in
the KPD. They are afraild of the future; they say they will become
beggars becsuse foreign competition will destroy them. However,
ve have great success with the refugees who have no friends and
no hopes. Our greatest problem is the PWs. A single Pi return-
ing from Russia can creste chaos in a whole village by his appear-
ance and hies remarks. Vhen they arrive at a railway station in
their rags, they sre surrcunded by throngs and if we try to say
anything ve are beaten, Even our best crators do not dare say
anytting, because they would be controverted by the facts,"
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